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New York Times Bestseller!From the man who became Pope Francis, Jorge Mario Bergoglio shares

his thoughts on religion, reason, and the challenges the world faces in the 21st century with

Abraham Skorka, a rabbi and biophysicist.For years Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, archbishop of

Argentina, and Rabbi Abraham Skorka were tenacious promoters of interreligious dialogues on faith

and reason. They both sought to build bridges among Catholicism, Judaism, and the world at large.

On Heaven and Earth, originally published in Argentina in 2010, brings together a series of these

conversations where both men talked about various theological and worldly issues, including God,

fundamentalism, atheism, abortion, homosexuality, euthanasia, same-sex marriage, and

globalization. From these personal and accessible talks comes a first-hand view of the man who

would become pope to 1.2 billion Catholics around the world in March 2013.From the Hardcover

edition.
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On Heaven and Earth is a book of dialogue between Pope Francis (then Cardinal Jorge Mario

Bergoglio) and Rabbi Abraham Skorka. Both men are Argentinian and both are respected religious

leaders as well as brilliant minds. In these conversations, which read like brief letters back and forth

to one another, various subjects such as God, the Devil, Science, Education, are covered. My initial

impression was that it was nice to see subjects other than religion covered. This has potential to

attract a wider, perhaps secular audience, who would otherwise never read a book by the

Pope.Each chapter reads like a friendly debate (for lack of a better word). One man gives his and



his religion's viewpoint on a specific subject, and the other replies with their viewpoint. The tone is

never harsh, and you can tell that these men have a good deal of respect for each other. If you are

looking for fireworks or one party to declare the other wrong, you need to find a different book. I

must admit there are times when I wish Pope Francis would have told Rabbi Skorka that he was

wrong, but that is not how dialogue, especially religious dialogue works. Both men exhibited what a

religious dialogue is supposed to look like - loving, respectful, willing to listen, and willing to

share.Some chapters were more appealing to me than others. For example, the first chapter, "On

God," was very interesting. I'm not sure what exactly I expected them to discuss as it related to God,

but Rabbi Skorka's explanation of Nimrod and the Tower of Babel, according to Talmudic tradition,

was very interesting and a perspective I had never heard before. The chapter "On the 1970s" had a

hard time keeping my interest because I wasn't alive during that time.
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